An Idea for a
Student-Run
Penn State Blog

In this document, we will outline the existing Penn
State blogosphere and describe the components
we will have on our blog.
--Onward State

Existing Penn State Blogosphere
Penn State Live
The authoritative source for news concerning Penn State. The site has a strong multimedia element, an attractive design, and RSS feeds, but the content is limited to pressreleases.

URL: http://live.psu.edu/

The Blogs at Penn State Platform
Provides a framework, based on Movable Type, for members of the Penn State community to create and manage blogs. The majority of the blogs listed in the Directory (http://
blogger.psu.edu/directory) deal with Penn State’s ITS department.

URL: http://blogs.psu.edu/

Schreyer Honors College: Blogging from the SHC
The “online nexus” for the Schreyer Honors College. Hosts four separate spaces: the
Dean’s blog, the Student Blog, the Alumni Blog, and a podcast section. The content
deals specifically with the Honors College and its community.

URL: http://engage.shc.psu.edu/

Collegian Blogs
A set of eleven blogs run by members of The Collegian. The blogs deal with many facets of Penn State, from football to fashion to politics. However, the blogs are not regularly updated, nor are they aggregated in one location.

URL: http://www.collegian.psu.edu/blogs/

Thomas A. Shakely’s Blog
This is a personal blog maintained by Thomas A. Shakely, dealing with “education & life
in the Nittany Valley.” Shakely is a Penn State senior and is heavily involved in The LION
90.7fm. He is also the Executive Director of Safeguard Old State, an organization he
founded in 2007. The blog deals primarily with Shakely’s opinions on things that are not
necessarily related to PSU.

URL: http://blog.tomshakely.com/

College OTR: PSU
The extent to which College OTR: PSU focuses on PSU is limited. Most of the content
on the page is actually about other universities. The posts that are tagged as being
about Penn State are either general ‘Digg’ or ‘Reddit’ quality stories, or posts about
who the football team is playing this weekend.

URL: http://www.collegeotr.com/tag/pennsylvania_state_university

Left of Centre
In its own words, Left of Centre offers “commentary on Penn State and the Centre region from a progressive prospective.” This blog has a negative attitude on much of what
it posts. Moreover, the author is not a student at PSU.

URL: http://thorsteinveblen.blogspot.com/

The Collegian RSS Feeds
The Collegian does offer its content through RSS feeds, but these should not be considered proper blogs. These feeds are only easily accessible through an RSS reader,
something that the majority of college students are not familiar with.

URL: http://www.collegian.psu.edu/news.rss

The LION 90.7fm’s Blog on the CDT site
A blog run by the LION 90.7, hosted on the Centre Daily Times website. The blog postings
remind me of the NPR blogs, in the sense that they augment the audio content. The content
is mostly about the LION 90.7fm and its offerings.

URL: http://community.centredaily.com/?q=blog/1780

The LION 90.7fm’s Show Blogs
These blogs are written in conjunction with various shows on The LION 90.7. They provide information about what was aired on the shows. The blogs act as supplements to
the radio programs, rather than as stand alone content providers.

URL: http://www.thelion.fm/blog

What will the site look like?
The site will likely evolve to look like the Gawker Media blogs, as opposed to the minimalist stylings of Wesleying. This type of design will be necessary to provide categorization of content, Twitter feeds, a link roll, etc.

URL: http://www.gawker.com

Components of this New Space
News analysis and aggregation
We want to provide news analysis and aggregation for Penn State in the same way
that Gawker does it for the nation. Increasingly online readers are using third parties to
tell them what articles are worth reading (ex sites: The Morning News, The Lede Blog
at the NYT, Digg, Reddit). The site we consider best at news analysis and aggregation
is Gawker, the flagship site of Gawker Media. We want this new space to tell the PSU
community every day what articles are of special note in the Centre Daily Times, the
Collegian, and in the national/international press.

URL: http://www.gawker.com

Written coverage specific to the PSU commuWhile The Collegian and Penn State Live provide the authoritative coverage of PSU
events, we believe that the community would appreciate coverage of a different sort.
The inspiration for this section of the website comes from sites like the Wesleying blog
at Wesleyan, The Bwog at Columbia, The Gadfly at Harvard, TrinTalk at Trinity, and
SaxaSpeak at Georgetown. These sites provide features ranging from analysis of new
cafeterias to life style tips, like the most useful computer applications for school work.

URL: http://wesleying.blogspot.com/

Event postings for the PSU community

The existing PSU events calendar is, in our opinion, difficult to utilize. It takes a number
of clicks to view today’s events. Furthermore, galleries and exhibits take up a large portion of the space, making it difficult to find an event to attend that night. We think that
this new space could post in advance about select lectures, sports matches, and other
events happening on the University Park campus. Our model for this component is The
Gothamist’s Arts & Events section.

URL: http://gothamist.com/arts_and_events/

Fashion photography specific to PSU
One of our favorite sites is The Sartorialist, run by fashion photographer Scott Schuman.
The basic concept is guerrilla fashion coverage. He takes pictures of people he encounters in day to day life whose fashion inspires him. We think that feature like this focused
on people in the PSU community would be successful.

URL: http://thesartorialist.blogspot.com/

Pictorial coverage of society events
People for the most part are interested in themselves. For this reason, we think it would
be advantageous to have a feature on our site similar to Last Night’s Party. We would
send a photographer out on Friday and Saturday night to capture candid shots at and
between parties. We could also do this for football games.

URL: http://www.lastnightsparty.com/

